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been treated last year, of whom 82 per cent. were improved
at the end of 12 months, and that many were discharged
"being to all appearance cured and able to resume their

ordinary avocations." The report stated that a sum of E1500
was required to carry out additions and improvements at the
institution at Newcastle. Earl Fitzwilliam, who was in the
chair, promised a subscription of &pound;500 if the remainder was

forthcoming by next’June, and the Earl of Dudley, who was
present, immediately responded by a cheque for R250..E400
altogether were subscribed at the meeting.
The Duty of Poor-la7v Guardians to Provide Medical Aid.
A rather unusual action came on for hearing before the 

co. Kerry chairman of quarter sessions. It appeared from 
the evidence that the Cahirciveen board of guardians left one Iof the districts of the union for 12 days without a dispensary
medical officer. During that period a labourer’s wife died in I
her confinement. Her husband alleged that her death was due
to the failure of the guardians to provide adequate medical
assistance and he claimed damages, which were assessed by
the judge at &pound;45. This decision will materially help the
Irish Medical Association in its agitation for increased -pay
for dispensary medical officers. The association is careful to
inform the guardians that they will be prepared to aid them in
providing temporarily for the needs of any district where there
are no applicants for the post owing to the lowness of the
salary offred if the guardians will pay the locum-tenent fair
remuneration. With the prospect of a few actions dangling
over their heads Poor-law guardians will be in a greater
hurry to appoint properly paid dispensary medical officers,
or at least they will not hesitate to pay a decent sum to a
locum-tenent who is ready to do the duty whilst they are
looking out for a permanent official. But it is only fair to
say that the dispensary medical officers as a rule consider
they would be more generously dealt with by the guardians
were it not for the controlling power exercised by the Local
Government Board officials.
April 6th. 

____________________

PARIS.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Infant Life Protection.
AT the meeting of the Academy of Medicine held on

March 17th M. Pinard insisted on the necessity for the strict
application of that clause of the Loi Roussel which forbids a
woman to take a place as wet nurse before her own child
shall have attained the age of seven months. M. Pinard
recounted the difficulties which are met with in the

application of this clause and further said that of
his own personal knowledge he knew that the pro-
visions of that particular clause (No. 8) were frequently
violated and that the certificates given to wet nurses

often contained a false declaration as to the age of
their children, so as to enable them to take a place before
the expiration of the seven months prescribed by law. M.
Pinard considered it absolutely necessary that measures

should be taken to enforce the provisions of the law. He
therefore expressed himself as strongly opposed to a

proposal which was laid before the Academy some time back
by the committee appointed to inquire into the hygiene
of infancy and which suggested that the age should
be lowered from seven to three months. I have already
referred to this committee in my letter published in
THE LANCET of Feb. 14th, p. 482. At the meeting of
the Academy held on March 17th further discussion of the
question was deferred until the meeting on the 24th. In

resuming, M. Pinard implored the Academy not only not to
lower the age from seven months but to raise it to one year.
The mother’s milk, he said, belongs to her child and she
has no right to sell it, however needy t5he may be. If,
as is the case, the mortality among nurses’ children
who are left behind in the villages is at present
appalling, how much more so will it be if their mothers
leave them for four months sooner than they do already ?
M. Gueniot said that the mortality among the children of
young unmarried women is just as high as that existing
among the children of women who leave them to go out wet-
nursing. The unmarried girl whom the law forbids to take
a place as wet nurse before her own child is seven months
old is often reduced to sore misery. She is obliged to go
out to work and so must either leave her baby alone or hand
it over to a neighbour to take care of, and even when she

can nurse the child the milk of a woman who is unhappy
and poverty-stricken is of poor quality. M. Budin said that
he was sorry that M. Pinard had quoted no figures relative
to the mortality among the children of wet nurses. To

impose upon an unmarried mother the necessity for waitirg
seven months before she could gain a livelihood for herself
and her child was practically to force her to hand her infant
over to the foundling hospital. As the mortality of infants is
greatest in the early months of life, and especially during
the first month, the child who survives until the end of the
third month has attained a fair measure of resistance, and it
was in view of this fact that M. Porak sought to reduce the
age-limit from seven to three months, while making it plain
that the three-months’ limit should be rigorously insisted
upon. The ideal system would be that the wet nurse shouldtake her own child with her into the family where she was
engaged as nurse. The results would be favourable for both
children, as the quantity of the mother’s milk would increase
month by month. M. Pinard, in responding, stuck to his
point, but he agreed that it was desirable that the nurse
should take her child with her. Before all things he thought
that a healthy child should be allowed to accompany its
mother so as to preserve it and as a proof of the good quality
of the mother’s milk. The discussion then closed and by a
very small majority, there being an enormous number of
abstentions, the Academy resolved upon the rejection of the
report of the committee, at any rate, as far as concerned the
lowering of the age limit. The Academy also passed a
resolution that poor women should be given an indemnit&eacute;
d’allaitement which would help them to bring up their own
children.
April 6th. 

___________________

NEW YORK.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Lectures on the Relations of Physicians to the Community.
A NOVEL series of lectures has been inaugurated by the

medical students of Harvard Medical College. The general
subject is the relation of physicians to the community in
which they live. As there are many interesting questions
involved in this inquiry, according to the point of view from
which it is considered, the lecturers are taken from various
ranks and conditions of society. This feature of the course
is of the first importance, for it will enable medical men to
see themselves as others see them and the very discussion of
the subject by capable laymen will tend powerfully to

enlighten the community as to the proper relations of the-
medical man to the society in which he casts his lot. It has
been well said that the movement shows a growing interest
among students of medicine in the broader aspects of their-
professional work and in the responsibilities which it is SUI e
to entail ; the students are becoming more independent in
thought and are exercising a more critical judgment on the
work they are called upon to do and cn the teachers who
direct it. Broadly speaking, they desire to learn from men
of experience as to their future social and ethical relations to
the communities in which they may happen to be placed.

Institute for Medical Research.
Mention has been made of a large sum of money given

by Mr. John D. Rockefeller to establish in this city an-

institution devoted to medical research and of the organisa-
tion of a corps of competent ofilcers. The organisation has
prosecuted its work until a site has been chosen and the
preliminary work begun. It will be noticed that this is a
departure from the original plans which contemplated di,,-
tributing its work largely among existing laboratories. It
has been found impracticable to do the high grade of
research contemplated in existing laboratories owing to a
lack of that equipment which modern methods require.
This conclusion led to the determination to create with the-
foundation furnished by the generosity of the original donor
an institute and fully to equip it for every variety of research
possible. The land now purchased is for that purpose and is
ample in extent and favourably located. In addition to the
several special laboratory buildings there is to be a hospital
for the immediate study of diseases at every stage of their
progress. We have now the assurance that this institute
is to be the most complete in every possible detail
for accurate and exhaustive study of the causes and treat-
ment of human diseases of any similar institutions as yet
created.
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A Ilyp7toid- stricken University.
Cornell University, located at Ithaca, New York, is suffer-

ing severely from an outbreak of typhoid fever. Upwards
of 150 cases have occurred with 20 deaths. The city of
Ithaca, where the university is located, has a population of
13,000 and the number of cases of typhoid fever is estimated
to have been not less than 1000. The cause of this outbreak
is due to an infected water-supply to the city and

university. Much blame has been attached to the trustees
of the university for an apparent neglect of the drinking
water supplied to the students. The supply was the same
as that of the city in which typhoid fever apparently
has been mildly prevalent for several years. This supply
was from several superficial streams flowing through
a farming district. During the last few years Italian
labourers have camped along some of these streams and
-cases of typhoid fever have occasionally been reported among
them. It seems most consistent with the facts to attribute
the outbreak both in the city and university to this source.
This is not an isolated instance of the occurrence of an 

-epidemic of typhoid fever in large towns deriving their water-
supply from streams or from sunken grounds. The number
of Italian labourers in the country is enormous and they are
.accustomed to camp along running streams of water in the
summer. Their habits are extremely filthy and typhoid fever
is common among them, which they frequently conceal. The
trustees of the university are now fully alive to the immediate
importance of securing an adequate supply of potable water
positively free for all time from the possibility of contamina-
"tion. But in the meantime it has received a most damaging
set-back which may require much time to overcome.

A Strike among Nurses.
The burden of news in the daily papers is the outbreak of

strikes in every part of the country and in every form of
industry. But the report of a strike among nurses, having
all the typical peculiarities of the ordinary strike among
labourers, has taken the public by surprise. It is alleged
that the nurses in a hospital took offence at the introduction
among them of a non-diplomaed assistant. It is stated also
that when they left the striking nurses or some among them
destroyed records, mixed up medicines, deranged glasses
.and bottles, and concealed keys of instrument cases. The

only things apparently lacking were the picketing of the
hospital and slugging, or perhaps hair-pulling and scratching,
of their substitutes. By aid from other hospitals the trouble 
was tided over without serious consequences, but the occur-
rence is an unfortunate one and does not tend to elevate the

opinion of the profession as regards the strikers. A medical

periodical commenting on the occurrence very justly remarks
that, like the physician, the nurse should regard her pro-
fession as altruistic ; these particular nurses seem to have
had a very imperfect idea of their duties ; if the facts
as charged are true they should be condemned by their
.associates.

Modern Army Transport Service.
Major H. S. Kilbourne has recently described the improved

United States Army Transport Service, which now forms a
separate branch of the Quartermaster-General’s department,
with headquarters at New York and San Francisco. The

prevalent dampness of the lower decks is diminished by in-
cast and extraction fans ; free circulation below is secured as
a prime necessity for vessels in tbe tropics, where the com-
bined heat and humidity are inimical to passengers and

cargo ; apparatus for cooling or warming the air in living
and sleeping quarters adds greatly to the comfort of soldiers,
.and the refrigerating apparatus improves the dietary by
furnishing cold storage for perishable foods ; by means of
the double system of storage and distillation an ample
pure water-supply is always maintained ; lavatories,
baths, latrines, and a laundry are installed on the troop
decks and separate galleys for soldiers’ mess are pro-
vided at which a full ration can be arranged ; on the
berth docket 78 cubic feet per man are provided and are
deemed sufficient in view of the fan ventilation, electric
lighting, cleanliness of the person, bedding, and decks.
The hospital arrangements are perfected with the greatest
care. On the larger transports the ho-pital occupies the
after main deck and accommodates from 3 to 5 per cent.
of the troops with air space per man of from 100 to 150
cubic feet in the main ward. Above the latter is an isola-
tion ward with a separate room for intractable patients ;
this is supplied with lavatories, baths, and closets. Adjoining
the main ward are arranged a lavatory, closets, operating

room, linen room, special diet kitchen, surgeon’s room, and
rooms for attendants, all fully equipped for practical use.
Through the floor of the main ward is an entrance to a
general medical store room. Air ducts overhead having
lateral discharge into the ward supply adequate ventilation
in heavy weather. Double tier steel berth sections with
woven-wire beds, later exchanged for canvas, are secured to
the deck. The equipment is completed with instruments and
three months’ medical supplies. The practical results of
these improved transports on the health of the troops is of
the most gratifying kind.

Abolishing the Office of Coroner.
New York city is endeavouring to abolish the office of

coroner by requiring the Board of Health to perform all the
duties connected with the verification of deaths from
unknown causes and imposing on the district attorney the
legal functions connected with the inquest which is to be
held in a magistrate’s court. The coroners and their political
supporters are making a desperate effort to retain their

highly-salaried offices. The change proposed is of the
utmost importance.

Pure Food Bill.
The Pure Food Bill approved by the National Pure Food

and Drug Congress and by the Committee on Inter-State and
Foreign Commerce of the House of Representatives of the
United States passed the House on Dec. 19th last by an
overwhelming majority. The same Bill, with amendments,
has been recommended unanimously by the Senate Com-
mittee on Manufactures and is now pending in the Senate of
the United States. These Bills, if passed, should go far
towards checking the tendency in the United States to
adulterate everything eatable. Under the provisions of
these Bills products, however adulterated, but not considered
deleterious, must be placed on the market under their true
names and in such a manner as to advise the purchaser of
what he is getting.
March 30th.

Obituary.
I EDWARD WILMSHURST TAIT, M.R.C.S. ENG., L.S.A.

THE death of Mr. Edward Wilmshurst Tait, so long con-
nected by medical practice with Highbury, occurred on
March 31st at his residence at Hampstead. He had for ten

years been out of practice and little seen by his medical
brethren. But the announcement of his death was received
by those who knew him with a genuine sense of loss. Mr.
Tait was born at Heytesbury, Wilts, in 1829. His father
was a minister of the Congregational Church and he himself
continued loyal to Nonconformist principles throughout life.
He entered as a student at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital and
the following passage from the "Life of Sir James Paget 

"

shows how deeoly that great man and learned teacher

impressed him.
"You cannot tell," writes Mr. E. W. Tait to Sir

James Paget, "how much effect your life has had upon
mine. When I came up to town in 1848 my mind was

singularly uninstructed and untrained. Your influence, with
that of F. D. Maurice, opened to me a world of living
fact, thought, and discipline You yourself and your
words-especially your lectures upon the functions of the

cerebrum-deeply impressed me ; your teaching of the
essential potency of the will, and of its sure guidance by the
pure reason, became a lasting influence in my life. You and
he have lived ever since in my innermost nature. ’

Before commencing his medical studies at St. Bartholo-
mew’s Hospital Mr. Tait was apprenticed to Mr. Shapleton
of Trowbridge. After taking the qualifications of the

Apothecaries’ Society (1851) and the Royal College of Sur-
geons of England (1852) he began practice in Canon bury.
Thence he moved to Highbury-park and continued in full
work till 1890, when his health broke down. Soon after-
wards his sight failed and he gradually diminished his
work, till finally he retired and lived at Hampstead, where
he died, the cause of death being pneumonia. Mr. Tait.
who was twice married, has left three sons-Mr. Charles Tait
of Exeter, Dr. Edward S. Tait of Highbury, and Mr. Henry
Brewer Tait of Hornsey Rise.

" It is difficult," writes an intimate friend of the deceased
gentlemen, " to define the charm of Mr. Tait’s personal and
professional character. But it was very real and endeared


